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The Montana Arts Council has recruited Trudel | 
MacPherson to conduct a series of two webinars 
covering trends and best practices in digital commu-
nications and social media, specifically designed for, 
and with, Montana arts organizations. 

Founders Mary 
Trudel and Rory 
MacPherson have 
more than 50 years 
of experience in 
strategic counsel, 
branding, reputa-
tion management, media relations, audience develop-
ment and program management. 

The webinars include:

 

These two we-
binars will offer guid-
ance on maximizing 
social media effec-
tiveness by focusing 
on key platforms and 
using free web ana-
lytics tools to track 
conversions from 
online to real-world 
connections. They 
will also feature 
information gathered 
from Montana’s arts 
organizations’ social 
media practices.

Trudel | MacPher-
son has engaged 
Johannes Neuer to 
help lead the ses-
sions. He currently 
serves as the director 
of engagement at the 
prestigious New York 
Public Library where 
he has developed 
a high-performing 

email marketing program and built an engaged social 
media community 
comprising more than 
one million subscrib-
ers, fans, and followers

Arts organizations 
working to build com-
munities on social me-
dia are often resource 
challenged and need 
time and efficient ways 
to streamline their 
efforts and convert 
online interactions to 
real world connections. 
Check out Trudel | MacPherson’s 2013 study of orga-
nizations in Montana and their social media practices 
at www.trudelmacpherson.com.

To receive log-in instructions prior to each ses-
sion, please let Cinda Holt know of your interest at 
cholt@mt.gov or call 406-777-0090. All of MAC’s 
current grantees will receive the log-in notifications 
by email two weeks beforehand.

 

Mary Trudel

Rory MacPherson

Johannes Neuer

Art of Leadership offers 
webinars on social media 
and digital communication

The Montana Arts Council announced that five excep-
tionally talented and accomplished artists and arts organi-
zations are slated to receive the Governor’s Arts Award in 
a ceremony at the State Capitol in Helena, 3 p.m. June 5.

The Governor’s Arts Award honors outstanding citizens 
and organizations in Montana whose achievements in the 
arts, or on behalf of the arts, benefit all Montanans. Artists 
Lela Autio and Theodore Waddell, author Debra Magpie 
Earling, Great Falls Symphony conductor and music di-
rector Gordon Johnson, and the Missoula Art Museum are 
this year’s honorees.

Gov. Steve Bullock will preside over the ceremony in 
the Capitol’s Old Supreme Court Chambers. “Montana has 
a rich history of artists who have told the story of our state 
through music, sculpture, painting, writing and perfor-
mances,” Bullock said. “It’s my honor to recognize these 
artists and institutions that build on our heritage and share 
their passion with the next generation of Montanans.”

Five honored with 
Governor’s Arts Awards

Awards 
Ceremony: 
3 p.m. June 5 
at the State 
Capitol 

Governor Steve Bullock recently made five appoint-
ments to the Montana Arts Council for 2015-2020 terms 
which now have been approved by the Senate.  

Lynne Montague of Billings is a new appointee to the 
council. Four members have been reappointed to addi-
tional terms of service: Mark Kuipers of Missoula, Rob 
Quist of Kalispell, Jean Steele of Hamilton and Youpa 
Stein of Arlee. The council serves as the governing board 
of the MAC.   

Council Chairman Cyndy Andrus of Bozeman said 
that she warmly welcomes new and reappointed mem-
bers. “Each member provides such a rich palette of expe-
rience, which makes our council one of the most dynam-
ic, energetic and fulfilling boards on which to serve.”

Governor makes five appointments to MAC
Lynne Montague

Lynne Montague earned a bachelor’s degree in art 
after studying at the University of Utah, Montana State 
University-Billings and the Marchutz Painting and Draw-
ing School in Aix-en-Provence, France, and pursuing 
coursework in art history and painting in Venice, Italy.

For many years she worked in the area of child advo-
cacy, helping to establish the Tumbleweed program in 
Billings, and serving on the 13th Judicial District Youth 
Court conference committee and as a member of the 
juvenile justice coordination committee. 

By Cory Walsh, 
Reprinted with permission

From the Missoulian, April 10 
Friends, fellow writers and book lovers remembered 

award-winning author Ivan Doig as a gracious and kind 
person who loved both literature and diligent historical 
research.

Doig, referred to as “the dean of Western writers,” 
died early Thursday morning, April 9, according to an 
email from his publisher.

The 75-year-old White Sulphur Springs native died at 
his home in Seattle. The cause was multiple myeloma, a 
cancer of the plasma cells, from which he’d suffered for 
eight years, Riverhead Books wrote in a statement.

“Dean of Western writers,” Ivan Doig dies at 75
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See Ivan Doig on page 8

Casting A Wider Social Net! – Strategies 
for Consistent Effective Digital Communica-
tions: 3-4 p.m. May 6 

So Was It Worth It? – Strategies for Sharp-
ening Measurement of Digital Communica-
tions to Inform Organization Priorities:  
3-4 p.m. June 17


